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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Plans 
SUBJECT: MASFERRER Prosecution, Micmi, Florida 


REFERERCE: Office of General Ceunsel Renerandam 67-0181 
_- dated 2 February 1967 ö 


1. This nesorandam is for your informatica. 


2. In response to paragraph 2 of reference, WH 
Division has urgde a review of our Miami Station and 
Headquarters files to determine those persons listed in 
paragraph 4 and 211 persons listed in the FBI report 
attached to reference with when there has been any 
Agency asecciation. 


3. Qf the persons listed in paregraph 4 of reference 
the following have had sone association with the Agency: 


b. Father Madrigal 
GC. Julie Cesar Horn 11a 


Listed below are the persons cited in the Pri 
. — “attached te reference who have been associated with 
the Agency. Of these, only two, Jesus Rodriguez and Arturo 


are shaun as such in parantheses after their names: 
a. Rolands Mesferrer Rojas Vata 


e. Jose Hanuel Facies, Jr. Geber of 
2506 ae) 
‘sane 4.  Ramire Gonzalez Infante (member of 


@. Adolfo Bartolome Jimenez Aquilea 

E. Eric Arias (member of 2506 Brigade) 

E. Alfredo Mis 

b. Rafael Torres (mewber of 2506 Brigade) 
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i. Pable Morejon-Figueres (menaber of 
2806 Brigade) 
J. Arturo Meyans-Alvarec 
K. Manuel Jose Leon-Fernandez (mexber 
‘ef 2506 Brigade) 
1. Francisco Varona Yarona~Soto 
Jesum Rodriguez 
Laie Alberto Olivere (member of 
2508 Brigada) | 
6 Carlos Iuris Cote Borges (nenber 
of 2806 Brigade) 


5. It is beliered that the trial of Magferrer or 
any of his colleagues could demage Ageacy interests in 
ene or all of the following sectors: 


a. Unfavorable publicity concerning 
Agency operations against the Cuban target, 
notabhly maritime infiltration operations 
based in southern Florida. 


d. The exposure ef current ices 
(primerily Ma agents, operational! 
facilities, covers and operations, notabiy 
these in the maritine infiltration field. 


c. The creation ef a climate which 

in the loug run could lead to cont 

damage 3 interests and which would 

render the execution of operations against 
Cuba end certain other targets, especially 

the Caribbean countries, more difficult and 

more costly (by virtue of the necessity of 

ereating new or more complex cover sechanians) . 


@. The appearance of certain individuals at the trial 
could lead to the revelation of information concerning a wide 


was empleyed by the y in agent status. Cabeza wag & . 
key figure in the AMPA operation, at one time an ingortant 
SHUAVE operation. Cabeza‘'s brother is currently exployed by 
JHWAVE; for sone time it has been planned to terminate bin- 
~et an appropriate time. Caheze ig in a position of being 
able to reveal considerable information concerning certain 
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operational techniques and facilities euployed by SAVE 
in the past, as well as the identity of « aumber of ferner 
agents of the JHWAVE station. Although, by extrapolation 
and by exbroidering on information and rumors cireulating 
in the Cuban exile community Cabeza probably could present 
a picture of Ma activity which might appear exciting 
to the layman, it seems unlikely that he has access to any 
significant amount of inforuation concerning sengitive 
current ectivities. While to the knowledgeabie person, 


within the Agency ar within the federal comnmity in Hiazi, 
‘Cabeza‘s information is Likely te be uniupressive, there 


seeme to he little doubt that he could-~-as he hes done on 


à mumber of occasions during the past two years—-present 


a picture of mau aetivity which might intrigue the 
general public. It is ingossible te predict uhether Cabeza 


‘would present the Agency in a unfavorable light or 8 
he would choose te concentrate hie eri tic ien against other 


federal agencies. 
7. A number of the other perscas listed in the 


the information available to the Station, none of theme 
Andividanis posseeses a 5 amount of sensitive 
information concerning current or important past activities. 
However, an in the case of Cabeza, the claims made by these 
individuals re Agency activities wight appear impressive to 
the general public, especially if „5 with tidbits of 
accurate information. 


past practices, personne] and facilities used by IMUAYE. 


Probably the greatest danger to the Agency lies in 
the . that the eirele ef 33 sight be expanded 
by the defeuse through the subpeensing ef persone whe are not 
on the ligt or mentioned in the FBI report but whe are known 
te the listed personnel as being currently employed by JMWAVE 
or as having been 5 im the recent past. Given the 
legai precedents established in other cases, it appears 
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likely that these current enployees (agents) of JHWAVE 
would have to provide true and detailed ansvers in response 
to questioning in court. Such test inony could cause wajor 
danage to the current operations, personnel and facilities 
ef the JMBAVE Statien. Although it appears that a number 
4 e which have not been expesed to agents (e. Rg. 
principal caver unit, JHOCBAH) would ast be cenprosised 
tercnua eae tiatiacae of cert there ig no doubt 


that the danger to MMA activities, notably but not 


exelusively te maritine infiltration operations, would be 
severe. Possibly more danaging in the long run would be 
the aurfacing of questions concerning the “right” of the 


official U. s. Government agency, the Department ef Justice, 
prosecuting haglesa Cuban and Haitian exiles (Negroes) for 
conducting activity of the sane type“ as that conducted 

by the Agency with the blessing of the U. s. Governnent. 

An imaginative defense counsel might even go so far ag to ; 
accuse the V. 83. Customs Service and the Agency of conspiring 
te “stop the competition” by the exi les with the activities 
conducted by the Agency. 


10. Ma believes that there is no question that the 
trial of the Wasferrer group would bring to the surface—~in 
southera Florida and elsewhere in the 0.8.--the intent 
curiosity and in some cases animosity concerning : 

tions against Cuba from bases in the U.8. | Page 


the en cover is nat likely to avail against a concerted 
eee by 33 media or vely snoapy 
private parties. ‘Too, the fact that moe is lecated in 
an area aduiniatered by the University of Miami eculd lead 
to charges of Ageucy “correption ef acadonic 5 
The fact that the University ef Bieni leadership would, a 


| enough 
be forced to re~exanine its relationship to the U.8. Governsest 
concerning the South Campus area, or ita relaticnship to 
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SUWAVE/JHOCEAN. In summary it is most unlikely that any 
future good would regult from a trial of Masferrer and/or 
any of his asseciates, and it is highly prebable that there 
would be created a climate which would make JHUAYE 
operations——of all typesa~-more difficult to carry cut in 
a secure and economical manner. This is not to say thet 
NAR would have to go cut of business. This was not the 
ease in the "Zenith" flap, nor is it likely to he the cage 
with Masferrer. However, there appears to be little doubt 
that the threshold of sensitivity to Agency activities on 
the part of the general public end of these persona who, 
fron whatever motives, question the advisability of the 
Agency. operating“ within the U.S. would be raised. 


11. The question of using Cesar Dicsdado as a 
prosscut ion witness presents additional problems. Dicsdado 
has beea retained as the Customs officer at Key Neat at 
„F The Agency reixburscs Custous 


operations, the revelation of on, especially 
t identities and operational techniques, could 
be « Possibly Diesdade could be carefully 


refugees and eseapees would count for little in a court 
room where the emotions of the Masferrer fiasco would be 
running high. 


12. A further problen could arise frou the fact that 
Diosdado played a lending role in the investigation of the 
Hasferrer affair, including previeus abortive attempts by 
the Masferrer and Haitian exiles to launch operations from 
Florida, and the fact that Diosdado personally (acting in 
his official capacity as Customs Agent resident at Key West) 
led the raid against the house at which the exiles were 
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axrested and the arma confiscated. The defense might well 
accuse Dieadede of having acted net only for the U.8. 
customs but alse on behalf of the Agency. 


13. Is addition te the foregoing points it should be 
noted that bhisterically the similarity of this operation 
and the “Bay ef Pigs“ could 5 whole question and 


prosecution. A large percentage of the „„ 
view Hasferrer a activities as efforts to rid the Western 
Hemiaphere of an abominable black dictator with the further 
intention of using Haitian territory as a base to roemeve 
another dictator neither of whom are friendly to the U.. 


(Signed) Jacob D. Esteriing 


Jacob D. Esterline 
Acting chief 
Western Heuisphere Pivision 
Attachzent N 
8 2 ¥eb 67 (67-0181) 
COG EJWilliansen: new 
3 February 1967 
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